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CHAIR’S MESSAGE

Steve Frawley, GCOLA Chair

I's been a great
summer with plenty of
® moisture versus last
year’s severe drought
3 conditions. In recent
days, cooler weather
. has replaced hot
weather temp in the
80s and 90s. It's hard
to believe that Fall is
nearly upon us!

We are coming off a very successful 12th annual Gala
fundraiser event at Grandview Lodge on August 4th. |
especially want to thank all Gala Committee members
for their involvement starting in January of this year.
| also appreciate the many contributions in terms of
either time or money that folks have made supporting
the Gala event. You can read more about the Gala
event and see the photos on pages 11-12.

Please take the time to review articles in this
newsmagazine including; the Dorothy Whitmer profile,
the Minnesota Loon Project, completion of the End
of Dock survey program, GCOLA mid-year Financial
Highlights, Boat Safety Training, “Dim the Lights
for Birds”, and Starry Stonewort outbreak in nearby
Middle Cullen lake.

As always, GCOLA offers opportunities to volunteer
in areas that GCOLA serves including Lake Steward,
Communications, Loon Conservancy, Recreation
and Safety, Finance, New Members, Government
Relations and Fisheries. Contact a board or advisory
member listed in the newsmagazine for further
information.
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Lake Steward of the Gull Chain of Lakes

Featured in Minnesota Public Radio (MPR) Series on Shorelines

STEWARD

CLEAN WaTER
HEALTHY WABTAT

August 15, 2024 4:00 AM

‘Quit mowing': Turning Minnesota
lake homeowners into shoreline
stewards, one lawn at a time

A program born in the Brainerd Lakes Area to protect natural
shorelines and curb pollution also wants to reset Minnesota’s
lake culture. It's led by property owners, including some who
helped create the current environmental problems.

A by Kirsti Marohn

save []

Three-Part Series “Trouble By the Water”, by Kirsti Marohn,
Featuring GCOLA Lake Steward with Kris Driessen and Dorothy Whitmer in Part 2, “Quit Mowing”

A MPR News with Angela Dav

-l UPN!Eﬁ'lEJGLST |I&- IJO?.\ ‘.:1[‘&”&‘ l

Protecting Minnesota's vanishing
natural shorelines

(Search MPR.org, Environment, then Trouble by the Water)

Kick-off for the series:
One Hour Live Call-in Show

anits grow on the Gull Lake shoreline on Dorothy Whitrner's property in East
e Ben Hovland | MPR Newe

Pl
Gull Lake on june 3.
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with Angela Davis, featuring Jeff Forester of
Minnesota Lakes and Rivers and Dorothy
Whitmer of GCOLA, August 14, 2024.

(Search MPR.org for “Protecting Minnesota’s
Vanishing Natural Shorelines”)
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- Maintenance free homes starting at S480K NélsonTO ln Hayes

- Single family wooded lots startingatS656K REAL ESTATE GROUP
- Convenient location off The Pine Beach Rd. info@lakehome,com
218.270.4032
www.lakehome.com/SanctuaryRidge




GCOLA PROFILE

DOROTHY WHITMER LAKE STEWARD CO-CHAIR

| was the middle child in a big family, and my older
sisters did everything first. But when my grandmother
offered to take one of us to Lake Michigan for three
weeks and they turned it down, | had the opportunity
of a lifetime, and my life changed. | walked to a little
day camp there every day, and swam in the clear,
cold waters of Lake Michigan. | was hooked.

My adult life became a quest to get back to the
water. | met a guy in Boston whose family had a boat
on the Mississippi in Red Wing, my future husband
Randy Johnson. One day in 1973, we were walking

SUCCESSFUL 2024 BOAT

SAFETY TRAINING CLASSES

through Harvard Square when he grabbed Time
magazine off the newsstand. The cover was “The
Good Life in Minnesota”, and inside was the photo
of my future lake home. He promised me that if we
went back to Minnesota, we would get a coat for me
rated to 20 degrees below zero, and a lake home.
Seventeen years later, the dream came true with a
home on Gull Lake. One of the first things | did was
join GCOLA because the newsmagazine delighted
me, and | vowed to volunteer when | retired.

| had a busy medical practice in the Twin Cities in
gastroenterology and raised two daughters who are
now physicians themselves. Regan is a head and
neck surgeon in Boston and Kara is a liver transplant
specialist at Duke in North Carolina. | spent all my
free time in and on the waters of Gull Lake, sailing,
kayaking and always learning new things like
windsurfing.

Then in retirement my curiosity got the better of me
when | took a quiz about managing my lakeshore

to protect Gull Lake, and | flunked it. That led me to
found Lake Steward of GCOLA, and to become part
of this lakeshore community of leaders who will be
first to make healthier habitat and cleaner water a
reality.

Jay Chaney, Chair Safety and Rec Committee

All three of the GCOLA sponsored boat
safety training classes were full again this
year. It is a great way for young boaters to
learn the rules from the experts, plus they
each received a life jacket, compliments

of GCOLA and had a free pizza lunch,
compliments of Zorbaz on Gull. Thanks to
the sheriffs’ departments of Cass and Crow
Wing Counties for teaching the

attendees, and to the Gull Lake Sailing
School for the use of their facilities to hold
the course. A special thank you to Mary Kay
Larson and Rosemary Goff for helping with
registration and on the day of courses.




YOUR ONE-STOP

Boal Shop

IN THE BRAINERD LAKES AREA

MarineMax Nisswa & Crosslake has a rich history of helping families just like yours enjoy the water in the
Brainerd Lakes Area each summer. Formerly known and loved as Nisswa Marine and C&C Boat Works, our two
stores have teamed up with one mission: to provide the world's best pleasure boating experience to boaters
on the Gull Lake and Whitefish Chains.

Experience boat-buying the way it was meant to be. Request boat service from our skilled team of
technicians with over 120 years of combined expertise. After a long day on the water, simply stop at our gas
docks in Crosslake to refuel and explore our pro shop full of water toys and boating accessories to enhance
your summer fun. Enjoy peace of mind in the off-season while we winterize and store your boat at our
expansive facilities. Come spring, we'll summerize it and deliver right to your lift or landing!

Get ready to make unforgettable memories with your crew this boating season. Our passionate and
knowledgable staff is looking forward to earning your business. We can't wait to help you make the most of
your lake lifestyle.

cﬁzr[zzfc‘d

— ]

Shop our wide selection of Premier and Barletta pontoons and tritoons at MarineMax Nisswa & Crosslake!

24238 SMILEY ROAD WI”EMIX 36448 CO RD 66
NISSWA, MN 56468 ; CROSSLAKE, MN 56442

218-346-2292 NISSWA & CROSSLAKE 218-692-3570

WWW.NISSWAMARINE.COM




LAKE ST EWARD AS Ks By Dorothy Whitmer, Co-Chair, Lake Steward Committee

Do You Need a Victory Lap?

100™

Lake Steward Award!

Sarah and Aaron Stritesky
Upper Gull Lake
July 3, 2024

Over 200 properties visited
as of July 9, 2024

§ATEeS

u Ar a Lake Steward,
Every Day is a Victory!

For Our Lakes,
Clean Water and Great Fishing

Scan the QR Code to Take the Quiz Now.
By Spring You Could Be Doing Your Own
Victory Lap!

Your Care Will Change
the Future of Our Lakes
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OUR FAMILY PROUDLY SERVING MINNESOTA'S 10,000 LAKES

stnce 1992

ST,

Stay
RESPONSIBLY <L;

BOAT SALES | PRO SHOPS | STORAGE
SERVICE | FIBERGLASS REPAIR
BOAT TRANSPORTATION | MOBILE SERVICE

SALES LOCATIONS  SERVICE LOCATIONS

EXCELSIOR NEW GERMANY
BAXTER BRAINERD
DETROIT LAKES DETROIT LAKES




GCOLA DONATION TO MN LOON PROJECT

Jerry Taragos, Power Lodge, Richard and Terri Rammer,
Loon Research Project and GCOLA team Sheila Johnston,
Steve Frawley, Uldis Birznieks, Kathy Lundberg

When there is a will, there is a way. That is a good
way to describe the ebb and flow of events that
eventually culminated in the MN Loon Project getting
a new Mercury 60HP outboard motor and a good
used Smokercraft 16 ft boat donated by GCOLA.
The story starts off with Sheila Johnston, Loon
Conservancy Chair, reaching out to the GCOLA
Executive Committee regarding an urgent need by
the MN Loon Project. The MN Loon Project studies
loons and population dynamics of loons in Cass
and Crow Wing Counties including the Gull Chain
of Lakes. The project people discovered the boat

motor they used in the studies was beyond repair
and they did not have the funds to replace it. Sheila
reached out to GCOLA for any suggestions.

The GCOLA Executive Committee took the bull by
the horns and ran with it. Through associations with
the Power Lodge, a perennial major sponsor for the
GCOLA Gala, the Power Lodge sales representative,
Jerry Taragos, offered an excellent price on a new
Mercury 60 HP outboard motor. The purchase was
approved by the GCOLA Board. Richard and Terri
Rammer, key MN Loon Project volunteers, delivered
the boat to the Power Lodge for installation of the
new motor.

End of a good news story? Unfortunately, no,
because when the Power Lodge personnel checked
out the boat prior to installation of the new motor,
they discovered major cracks in the weld joints in
the stern of the boat. The new motor is heavier and
more powerful than the old motor and Power Lodge
personnel determined it would be a safety issue

if they installed the new motor. Well, back to the
drawing board.

After discussions with Jerry at the Power Lodge on
various options, Jerry said that Power Lodge would
be receiving a trade-in of a good used boat. Uldis
Birznieks checked out the boat and after some
negotiations, received a firm quote from the Power
Lodge for the new motor and used boat, which is a
16 ft Smokercraft. Uldis presented the offer to the
GCOLA Executive Committee who approved the
purchase.

Steve Frawley, GCOLA Chair, had recently spoken to
John Simons about a potential donation to GCOLA.
John then decided to make a $10,000 unrestricted
grant to GCOLA. John has been a supporter of loons
in the past, and the timing of John’s donation helped
GCOLA arrange funding for the new Mercury 60 HP
outboard motor. Thus, with the unrestricted donation
by John Simons and additional funds provided by
GCOLA, the MN Loon Project received its new motor
and gently used boat in a donation ceremony on July
11, 2024 as shown in the two photos.

7 GuLL CHAIN oF Lakes AssoclATIoN * FaLL 2024



By Uldis Birznieks, Finance Committee Chair and Sheila Johnston, Loon Conservancy Chair

The Loon Project is a scientific investigation of
population dynamics, reproductive success, and
territorial behavior of common loons. The project
began researching loons in Wisconsin in 1993 and
breeding pairs on Minnesota study lakes in Cass and
Crow Wing counties were added to the investigation
in 2021. Loons on Lake Margaret, Upper Gull,

Bass, Roy, and Nisswa Lakes are all part of The
Loon Project’s research. Historically, the work has
focused on territorial and nesting behavior, but
recent findings have turned attention to conservation.

The initial use of the boat and motor was for banding
on the Gull Chain of Lakes on July 18. After the
initial loon bandings, Terri Rammer stated that the
boat and new motor were “a gift from heaven.” The
other half of the dynamic volunteer duo, Richard
Rammer stated, “It is a miracle in the difference
between the two motors. The new motor is so quiet.
We used 2.5 gallons of gas for an entire day with the
new motor, where we used 6 gallons of gas for % of

GuLL CHAIN oF LAKES AsSSOCIATION * FALL 2024

a day with the old motor. Now four team members
can move around in the boat with no problem and
previously we could not do that. This makes the loon
banding so much more efficient.”

Dr. Walter Piper, head of the MN Loon Project,
thanked GCOLA for the donation of the boat and
motor at a thank you event at the Gull Lake Sailing
School on July 24 attended by about 50 GCOLA
members and guests. He subsequently posted a
comment: “Without GCOLA, our loon banding work
— crucial for calculating annual adult survival rate —
would have been impossible. Cannot say enough
about their generosity.”

Thus, as shown by the cooperation and quick
response by GCOLA and the generosity of John
Simons, the MN Loon Project was able to have a
boat and motor for the start of 2024 loon banding
season. Truly, if there is a will, there is a way.




HOW TO TEAM UP WITH

ow Ls To co NT Ro L M I c E Sheila Johnston, Loon Conservancy Committee Chair

There are Safe, Environmentally Friendly Ways to
In one year, we eat over Control Rodentst y i
1000 rodents each, » Seal entry points to your home with steel wool.
These could be around foundations, cabinets,
please Stop attics, basements, crawl spaces etc.

or back of cupboards with duct tape. (Pest control
companies offer entry point service, and do not
require the addition of rodenticide bait boxes.)

» Secure food sources such as bird seed and pet
food, trash, and compost piles.

« Attract raptors to your yard by leaving up dead
trees and planting trees. A single owl can
consume 1000s of mice and rodents every year.

» Place botanical rodent repellents such as Fresh
Cab in areas where you think rodents might
be residing. These plant-based products can
effectively repel mice without causing harm to

poisoning our food! «  Cover entry points around pipes under the sink

;.-) “ = i
. : o

R i A6 5 g A P i non-target wildlife.
A single owl can consume 1000s of rodents each *Use humane traps or snap traps in attached
year! If you are using rodenticide bait boxes inside garages and indoors. Never use glue traps. They

your home or around the perimeter of your home, are indiscriminate and inhumane.

you are inadvertently killing the predators that control
the rodent population and making the problem
worse. A deadly chain reaction can be created when
using rodenticide.

* Non-target wildlife species such

as chipmunks and squirrels may Rodenticides kill more

consume the rodenticide.

- Bald eagles and other scavengers than jUSt l‘OdentS.

consume the toxic carcasses of Poison is not species-specific. 'l'hot:;gh you may
poisoned animals and become target mice anc! rats when using rodenticides, a
poisoned too. chain reaction is created. =} //
 Predators such as owls, foxes, e ,-_-*‘"4‘ S
fishers, are poisoned when they i ; ( ' <) (

feed on live rodents that have
ingested the poison. They may
also feed the poisoned rodents
to their young. It is a slow, painful
death.

9 GuLL CHAIN oF LAkEs AsSSOCIATION © FALL 2024
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Hallllv, Healthv Homes + Reverse Osmosis
Start With Thinkin’ Finken | . wett water solutions

+ lron & Arsenic Removal
v Salt & Water Delivery
v Heating & Cooling

+ Plumbing & Spas

Call (877) FINKENS

ILoveMyWater.com/Finken

Nisswa Based

The mission of the LPCF is to promote public awareness of prostate
cancer through free interactive monthly support groups and personal

LAKES PROSTATE CANGER FunD  counseling along with the dissemination of information through print
A DESIBNATED FUND OF ESSENTIA HEALTH - ST, JOSEPHS FOUNDATION und d[gl‘{]l med"] {hun"els

: Suppoﬂ Group meefmg held uf Crugun s I.eguqr Golf Club House

Contact us foday for your free copy of book Man-Opause,
-’ , a per.,ono| 15 year memoir of Gary Harris' betiles and suceess L
with mefastatic prostate cancer. Your tax deductible*gift to
& continue funding our work is appreciated - 100% stays local
ST

Visit our web site or email Gary Harris at
) Essentia Health gary@lpcfund.org or call 763-360-3571

St. Joseph's Foundation LPCFUND.ORG I.AKESPROSTATECANCERFUND ORG

*A DESIGMATED IRS 501(C){3) NOMNPROFIT




GALA 2024

Lake lovers from all across the Gull Lake chain
gathered to celebrate the 12th annual Gull Chain of
Lakes (GCOLA) Gala. This year’s Gala included

a competitive live auction, an exciting trip raffle
drawing, and an educational guest speaker. The
2024 Gala was truly a night to remember, and raised
over $27,000 to support the mission and goals of our
association.

The silent auction and cocktail social hour were the
first things on the evening’s agenda. Competition
was high during the silent auction, as more than 80
items caught many eyes. All 100 trip raffle tickets
were sold by the outset of the evening! Thanks to
the Willett Family for a spirits tasting which drew a
crowd.

Old friends reunited and met many of new GCOLA
members attending their first gala as the pre-event
activities were enjoyed. The dining room offered
open seating to encourage guests to sit with others
they may not know and to forge new friendships.
After a brief welcome by Steve Frawley, GCOLA
Board Chair, dinner was served. As dinner was
concluding, Steve introduced Jay Chaney, the
evening'’s host. Jeremy Wiczek, a local personality,
was the live auctioneer who got the crowd fired up as
he used his auctioneering skills to encourage bidding
on four exciting live auction items. Iltems included a

Kamado Egg charcoal grill, donated by the Maxson
family, $1500 Dive Guys service certificates,

a monster package of pull toys, surfboard and

boat bumpers from Marine Max Nisswa, and

a golf package from GrandView containing a
Scottie Scheffler signed golf bag, golf for four at a
GrandView course with cart and golf balls. Thank
you to the four generous winners.

The trip raffle prize winner was announced with all
proceeds from the raffle going directly to support
GCOLA’s programs.

The evening'’s guest speaker Dr. Bruce Carlson, MD
PhD, was introduced and his presentation was titled
“A Lake Through the Seasons”. He shared slides
and underwater video describing the lake strata and
the lake life which inhabit them during the seasons
of the year in our part of Minnesota. He signed
copies of his books and answered questions after
the dinner.

The event concluded with the drawing for the Gala’s
annual door prize, the announcement of the many
silent auction winners, and a big thank you for all

in attendance. The Gala is GCOLA's only annual
fundraiser and without it many of the important
programs GCOLA spearheads for the sake of
preserving our beautiful lakes would not be possible.

GuLL CHAIN oF Lakes AssoclATION * FALL 2024



Kathy Lundberg Communications Chair




THANK YOU GALA COMMITTEE

The Gala planning reflected the efforts of a great
group of people. Jane Edwards, Ann Swenson and
Sue Friedrichs chaired the committee, which began
meeting in January to set up another successful
event. This volunteer committee unselfishly gave
their time, talents, and treasure to making sure that
GCOLA’s only annual fundraiser was a success.”

A heartfelt thank you to the people involved with
planning each part of the Gala night: Steve Frawley,
Linda Harrier, Phyllis Trcka, Kacee Barrett, Mary
Beth Jones, Vicki Smith, Ann Swenson, Mary
Rugloski, Uldis Birznieks, Kathy Lundberg, Jill
Nowak. A special thank you to our day-of-event
volunteers: Rosemary Goff, Lise Herren, Lynn and
Mike Smith, Tim & Patricia Thoele, Pat Birznieks,
Vicki Frawley, Maris Speckmann, Pat Rugloski,
Larry Friedrichs, Tina Hatch, guest auctioneer
Jeremy Wizcek. Special recognition goes to: Marv
Meyer, former board member, for selling the most
dinner and raffle tickets! Thank you to our featured

== A

Vicki Smith, Kacee Barrett,
Mary Beth Jones

Mary Rugloski Linda Harrier

speaker, Dr. Bruce Carlson, who presented some
very interesting information about lake ecology
,'; » and aquatic invasive species
e which threaten our beautiful Gull

| Lake Chain. Lastly, our wonderful
‘k; p_hotographer Joey Halvorson,

- pictured here, has documented the
" gala in the photos you see in this
B issue — we appreciate her time and
many talents!

We would love to have additional volunteers for next
year’s Gala committee. It is a rewarding and fun
experience and with the dollars raised during this
event, GCOLA will be able to develop and fund more
programs consistent with our mission of keeping the
Gull Chain of Lakes water and shoreland healthy

for the future. Please contact any board member

or email info@gcola.org for more information or to
volunteer.

Uldis & Pat Birznieks

Sue Friedrichs Ann Swenson

GuLL CHAIN oF LAKES AsSOCIATION * FALL 2024




GET INSPIRED.

(218) 454-1040
UPNORTHFIREPLACEGALLERY.COM
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GALA SPONSORS THANK YOU
PLATINUM $1500+

Loide Oils @W@F g cm””.'sv W"” ENViax

&Vlnegars AQUATIC WEED REMOVAL RESORT ON GULL LAKE NISSWA & CROSSLAKE

L
RE/MAX >
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Heal the Earth
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FRIENDS UP TO $499

A & W Nisswa Paul Goff Rafferty’s Pizza
Anchored Inn Goody’s Gourmet Treats Scott & Brenda Schuler
Appaloosa Ridge Gull Soles Gary & Leslie Severson
Ardor Boutique Jack Pine Brewery Lindsay Sorem
Aurora Healing Massage Center Sheila Johnston Maris Speckmann
Barrett Petfood Innovations Joyce & Dennis Kamstra Spirits of Nisswa
Baxter Insurance Group Lake Latitude SPR Motorsports & Marine
Ashley Bella Astrology Lakes Prostate Cancer Fund Sunshine’s Summerhouse
Cash Wise Liquor Landsburg Landscape Nursery Ann & Jeff Swanson
Cascade Spa Lundrigans Clothing Ann & Jim Swenson
Jay & Melissa Chaney Main Street Ale House The Animal House
Cowboy*s Morey’s Seafood Markets The Smokestack BBQ Supply Store
Cub Foods Nisswa Falls Mini Golf Michelle Toft
D H Docks & Tracks Nisswa Guides League Turtle Town Books
Double T Acres Jeff & Jill Noack Sharon & Mike Wagner
Dennis & Jody Drummond Panache Jennie & Jim Ward
Jane & Gary Edwards Cindy Peters Dean & Beth Williamson
Fast Trax Marine Polovitz Group Ye Old Pickle Factory
Found Pat Pomeroy
Chris Foley Golf Prairie Moon Nursery
Ganley’s Restaurant Primrose Park

Glen’s Ice Cream Parlor RW Jewelers



Lakeside Living
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OUR PRIORITIES AT A GLANCE

;ULL CHAIN OF
-~ LAKES ASSOCIATION

T —

LAKE STEWARD SAFETY & RECREATION
+ 185+ lakeshore owners working - 125 navigational

to protect our lakes
buoys across the
: ;OO; Lﬁke IS_tewarc: awtgrds Gull Lake Chain
und shoreline restoration - Boat Safety classes

75+ kids per year
* Partner with local
sheriff departments

2024 BUDGETED PRIORITIES

Lake B
axe BUOYR AIS Fight

EZELE $34,000

LOON CONSERVANCY

» Loon population surveys : $24,800
« Loon-safe boating program Education/
- Get the Lead Out (GTLO) Communication
loon-safe fishing

% 4
=5

$29,300 Lake Steward/
Loon/
Environmental

i/

Gl

I

N\
°® AQUATIC
o.' INVASIVE SPECIES (AIS)
ENVIRONMENTAL * Inspect 24 boat launches for AIS
« Water quality monitoring * Fund 3,300+ boat inspections annually
« Light pollution education * Financially support the U of M AIS Research Center
» Education on improving
lake water quality
GET INVOLVED GOVERNMENT RELATIONS :
* 1050+ family & business members strong « Advocate for lake issues with state legislators
* Exciting volunteer opportunities * Interface with county and local governments
* FUN! Annual Summer Gala Event « Share with neighboring lake associations

GuLL CHaIN oF Lakes Association « PO Box 102, Nisswa, MN 56468 ¢ INFO@GCOLA.ORG * WWW.GCOLA.ORG January 2024



BUOY MAP

. »—GULL CHAIN OF UPPER GULL LAKE
s LAKES ASSOCIATION

Wienzel Point
BASS LAKE

ADOPT-A-BUOY MAP
July 21, 2024
NISSWA LAKE

ROY LAKE

LAKE MARGARET
A message from an Adopt-a-
Buoy member: “Our family buoy
out in front of Holman’s Point
got loose and was replaced
with a temporary buoy. When
the new buoy was replaced, it
had the spelling of my mother’s
name wrong.

Dutchmans
A Bluff,

Almquist Bay Rock Island

For safety reasons Rock Island . “
buoys are not available Hole-in-the-Day Bay
for adoption.

Rocky Point

| notified Jay Chaney

immediately and within a day

(over the 4th of July week!) he

had it corrected! It warmed our

family to the core as we drove

by and noticed the correction so

quickly! Big kudos to Jay and

his team for such a great rapid N

response!” #
w E

Sandy Point

LOVE LAKE

GULL LAKE
Gull Point

Van Sickle
Bay

Hunters Poin
54

LEGEND

Red Number: Buoy is adopted

Wilson
56
Bay

Black Number: Buoy is reserved & waiting for payment

Green Number: Buoy is available for adoption with a
one time-payment of $500 for five years. Contact
jaymeklecker3@aim.com for more information.

Island

62

Steamboat
Bay



s H 0 RE LAN D HAB I TAT As KS By Dorothy Whitmer, Co-Chair, Lake Steward Committee

What If You Had Started a Project
To Beautify Your Shoreline This Year?

Prairie Restorations, Princeton, MN Prairie Restorations, Princeton, MN
Former Beach Planted June 2024 Shoreline Planted July 2023
Total Cost $7,353 + tax Total Cost $7,792 + tax
Cass County Paid $3,676 Cass County Paid $3,896
GCOLA paid $2,000 GCOLA Paid $2,000
(Max Allowable) (Max Allowable)
Homeowner Cost $1,677 + tax Homeowner Cost $1,896 + tax

“BEFORE” Photo
Plans: “BEFORE” Photo
Move firepit back to protect Gull Lake. Plans:
Expand buffer zone with native plants Plant a colorful and protective buffer zone
to earn the Lake Steward Award. to create habitat and protect Gull Lake.

Stay Tuned for “AFTER” Photos!

Contact Us Year Round.
whitmer@mac.com
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Lakes Area Habitat for Humanity

Your old stuff is our treasure!

Donations can be dropped off at the East Brainerd Mall:
Tuesday-Friday: 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Saturday: 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

Or, call for a pick-up: 218-454-8517

N, i s 2BLA
vl A
bl 4

R P G 530S Ty L e : »
‘j__,_Th___‘ag_lc. Behl_n thg_.-:l_)_ar‘ty_!i; . cus is on you

Dr. Jackie McCall
Dr. Torvin Rajala
7870 Excelsior Road
Baxter, MN 56425

/ : ey 218.828.9545
oy Part ’tlmeRentalMN com | oll frec 877000
PARTY TIME : toll frce §77.338.3937
RENTAL f O

BY THOSE WE’VE MET BY ACCIDENT!

* Boat Repair * Glass Replacement

. Marine & Vehicle °* Paintless Dent Repair
Accessories * Line-X

* Glass Chip Repair Technicians

= : S TheBodyWorks.com
Fuctory Authorized Dealer Call us today for'a FREN estimatel

S arctic Cat! || Honda, | Kawasaki | Can-Am| | Sea-Doo; W(
~  gki-Doo" | Suzuki! |:Yamaha | KTM:|:CFMoto 2181825-3500 SUPER COLLISION CENTER g3




ANNUAL MEETING RECAP

The annual meeting was held via Zoom again
this year. The agenda included reports from
each of the committee chairs. There was very
interesting information about the recognition of
the Lake Steward program on other Minnesota
lakes and the publicity it has attracted. The

loon conservancy programs have been very
active with more volunteers involved and more
programs underway including the addition of Gull
Lake Chain loons to the Minnesota Loon Project.
The association’s financial summary was l
reviewed, and Uldis Birznieks, Jay Chaney, and
Sue Friedrichs were ratified as board members
for an additional three year term. The meeting
concluded with a Q & A session.

E N D'o F' D o c K Robert Eliason, Environmental Committee Chair

September marks the end of the tenth year for the
End-of-Dock program. When | started EoD program,
my ultimate goal was to gather ten years’ worth of
data because that is the minimum number of years
required to discern any environmental trends. | didn’t
know how it would work to have untrained volunteers
collect samples; so, | set an initial goal of five years
and then to evaluate the program. Well, when |
looked at the five-year data, my evaluation was that
the program was very successful, the volunteers
were doing a great job of collecting samples.

There were no outlier results, which would indicate
improper sampling techniques. So, | decided to run
EoD for another five years.

The data from this year’s late summer sampling will
be gathered during August and the graphs will be
updated for the Winter magazine issue and posted
on the gcola.org website. My ten year goal has
been reached, and | have crossed the finish line.
Now, ten years is a long time to volunteer. | wish
to acknowledge the following volunteers who have
also crossed the ten-year finish line: Steve Bergan,
Uldis and Pat Birznieks, Rosemary Goff and Bob
Toborg, Lise Herren, Kurt Hunstiger, Arla and Charlie
Johnson, Tom McClintick, Shelley McDonald, Lynne
Miller, Kevin and Vicki Smith. Congratulations!!!




; Now offering cabinets for
n@.t}!:k‘ your outdoor living space

VEN AT CARR

From local author

Steven A. Carr
The quest for
the Ojibwa treasure

17753 State Highway 371
Brainerd, MN Available from:

I n
oM g 218-828-0620 Amazon, Outskirts Press, and Madden Bros. Market.
C@‘lgi ets www.CrowWingCabinets.com

A TAILORED
ARCHITECTURAL
EXPERIENCE

Nisswa / Annandale
218-454-1065 / backyardmn.com

www.marka.design 4—’,

markal ez 2 s BACKYARD
REFLECTIONS

We Create Outdoor Dreamns

5411 LAKERS LANE, SUITE 204 | NISSWA, MN 56468
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GCOLA 2024 MID-YEAR FINANCIAL

HIGHLIGHTS AND SUMMARY

First, | would like to announce the addition of two
GCOLA members to the Finance/Audit Committee.
They are Jane Plagge and Jon Villela. Jane is a
relative newcomer to Gull Lake (Wilson Bay), being
here for two years and retiring from 33 years at 3M
with supply chain and data analysis experience,
also with auditing, CPA and Six Sigma experience.
Jon’s family has been on Gull Lake (Pike Bay) since
the 70’s. Jon is a Technology VP with Ameriprise
Financial. Over his 18 years there, he has led
teams & initiatives across many IT development &
operations disciplines. We welcome them to the
Finance/Audit Committee team. We thank Tim
Thoele for his valuable contributions and advice to
our committee as Tim will now concentrate on his
AIS Committee Chair position. We will continue

to seek Tim’s advice on key financial matters

for GCOLA, even though he is no longer on the
Committee.

Some key financial highlights from the first half of
2024 are the following:

* Received approval from the Initiative Foundation
for the emergency distribution of $47,422 for
the purchase of two I-LIDS (Internet Landing
Installed Device Sensor) systems to be installed
at the Gull Narrows and Nisswa Lake public
accesses in early 2025.

» Purchased a new 60 HP Mercury outboard motor
and used 16 ft Smokercraft boat with trailer and
donated it to the MN Loon Project. (See article in
this newsmagazine)

* Received approval from the GCOLA Board
for the Investment Policy Statement for the
Operating, AIS Contingency and GCOLA AIS
funds. This policy formalizes the governance of
the investment policy, objectives and constraints
for these three funds.

The 2024 GCOLA mid-year financial summary

was presented to GCOLA members at the Annual
Meeting on August 21. The actuals for the first half
of 2024, the 2024 budget and the 2023 actuals
were presented as shown in the figure below. The
budget for 2024, as passed by the GCOLA Board
of Directors, had total income budgeted at $171.5K,

total expense budgeted at $181.5K, and a 2024
budgeted net negative income of ($10.0K). The
analysis of the 2024 Budget with the 2023 Actuals
was provided in the Spring 2024 edition of the
GCOLA newsmagazine.

The income for the first half of 2024 shows we have
received 57% of our year-end budgeted income,
which is about $3K lower than last year. Dues
income is at 84% of budget which is ahead of last
year and the historical average. Donations are
75% of the 2024 budget and should meet or exceed
the budget at year-end. We truly thank all the
members who have contributed to help GCOLA
meet our mission to protect our Gull Chain of
Lakes! On the expense side through the first half
of 2024, total expenses are at 19% of budget, and
are about $7K less than 2023 mid-year expenses.
This is the first year GCOLA is making all donations
to other organizations in 4Q and has a separate
expense category. Previously, they were distributed
throughout the year and donation expenses were
included with the individual areas. This change

in donation distribution accounts for most of the
shortfall for 2024 mid-year expenses. Known
outstanding expenses beyond budget for the second
half, include increased expense for new website
development ($3K) and the boat/motor expense for
the MN Loon Project ($15K).

Year-to-date, our net income is +$63.6K, which is
about $15K higher than historical averages and
about $4K higher than 2023 mid-year data. In 2023,
with a record-breaking GALA net income, we finished
out the year with a net income of $59.8K. Thus, with
projected 2024 second half income and exclusive of
any major unknown expenses, we should finish the
year with a positive net income versus the budgeted
net negative income of ($10.0K).

The Preservation Endowment Fund, held with the
Initiative Foundation (IF), totals $339.7K through
June (excluding the $50K match from Initiative
Foundation, which is not accessible by GCOLA).
The IF annual spending amount transfer and the
emergency distribution to GCOLA in 2024 have
totaled $68.5K. The AIS Contingency Fund, which is
in both CDs and a savings account stands at $97.4K.



Uldis Birznieks, Finance Committee Chair

The BLACF AIS Fund totals $350.3K which includes  diligent to make sure that does not happen, as starry
$87.9K in funds transferred from IF ($21.1K annual stonewort is only 45 miles away in Leech Lake and
spending amount) and the AIS Contingency Fund less than 5 miles away in Middle Cullen Lake.
($66.8K).

In summary, GCOLA is in a sound financial position
With our AIS Contingency Fund reserve of $97.4K, through the first half of 2024. Your Board will work
our Endowment Fund total at $339.7K and our hard to ensure sound 2024 financial performance
BLACF AIS Fund at $350.3K, we have potentially up  while performing critical projects that align with our
to $787.4K available, if needed, for any new aquatic ~ mission. Thank you for your support of GCOLA in
invasive species that might get introduced into our our vital mission.
beloved Gull Chain of Lakes. All of us should be

'I?Ifl)lifl A(j-ll}liél-s 2024 BUDGET 2023 ACTUALS
0, 0,
$ (K) Bf d‘;t $(K) |%ofTotal  $(K) T/o :’:I
INCOME
DUES 44.3 84% 53.0 31% 53.6 22%
DONATIONS* (See Note 1) 45.5 75% 60.5 35% 135.0 54%
GALA 0.8 2% 48.0 28% 49.8 20%
GRANTS**/INTEREST/OTHER (See Note 2) 7.6 76% 10.0 6% 10.1 4%
INCOME TOTALS 98.2 57% 171.5 248.5
EXPENSES
AIS/ENVIRON/LOON/LAKE STEWARD 5.6 12% 47.3 26% 58.7 31%
BUOY SYSTEM/SAFETY 8.5 26% 324 18% 40.8 22%
GALA 3.2 13% 25.5 14% 16.5 9%
ADMINISTRATION 135 48% 28.1 15% 21.8 12%
DONATIONS TO OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 0.0 0% 20.0 11% 30.8 16%
COMMUNICATION/GOVT
RELATIONS/MEMBERSHIP/FISHERIES/MISC 3.8 13% 28.3 16% 20.1 11%
EXPENSES TOTALS 34.6 19% 181.5 188.7
NET INCOME (LOSS) - (See Note 3) 63.6| (10.0)| 59.8|
PRESERVATION ENDOWMENT FUND - TOTAL**** 339.7‘ ‘ 366.9‘
AlIS CONTINGENCY FUND - IN 57.7
AlS CONTINGENCY FUND - TOTAL 97.4 81.0
BLACF AIS FUND - IN 241.2
BLACF AIS FUND - TOTAL 354.2 241.2
*Note 1 - Does not include Initiative Foundation Annual Spending Amount Transfers or Emergency Distributions (Total $68.5K)
**Note 2 - Does not include cost of Watercraft Inspections directly paid by counties to inspectors
*** Note 3 - Does not include gains/losses for Preservation Endowment Fund or BLACF AlS Fund
**** Note 4 - Only includes funds in Preservation Endowment Furl1d accessible to GCOLA in AlS emergency (S50K match not included)




DIM THE LIGHTS FOR BIRDS AT NIGHT!

Catherine Munsch

Environmental Committee Member

By the time you receive and read this newsletter, the
annual fall migration of birds from the Lakes region
has likely begun. Adult loons should mostly be gone,
along with many of the songbirds. Larger raptors,
juvenile loons and sandhill cranes are preparing

for their flight south. Ducks should still be around,
waiting eagerly for the start of hunting season.
(smile)

A safe migration period is critical for the survival of
many of the bird species we have come to know
and love in our Lakes region. Threats abound
given habitat loss for suitable stopover locations;
climate change; and artificial light at night altering
bird species’ traditional migratory flight patterns.
Awareness of the threats to migratory birds is
growing. The second Saturday in May and October
are designated as bi-annual World Migratory Bird
Day. This year, the fall celebration is observed

on October 12th. In 2022, the theme for World
Migratory Bird Day was “Dim the Lights for Birds at
Night!” to focus on the threat that artificial light at
night poses to migratory birds.

Approximately 80% of migratory birds fly at night
between their stopover locations, including the
majority of songbirds and waterfowl*. Birds evolved
to make their journey with light from natural sources
such as the stars and the moon. Artificial light at
night interferes with the timing of their departure and
can cause birds to fly off course toward brightly lit
urban areas.

Birds’ attraction to bright light sources is well known,
while all the reasons are not as well understood.
This attraction is magnified during migratory periods
as skyglow is one of the main predictors of migratory
stopover bird density. An estimated one billion

birds are killed in the United States each year
through collision with buildings, primarily on glass
surfaces. Light emitted from inside of buildings is a
larger factor in collisions than ambient light on the
outside of buildings. Long term studies done at the
McCormick Place Convention Center in Chicago and
at over twenty buildings in Minneapolis provide data
supporting that time of year (i.e. during spring and
fall migratory periods); square feet of glass surface;
and interior brightness of light are the strongest
predictors of bird mortality rate due to collisions with
buildings.

25

There is the added risk of attracting birds to urban
areas with suboptimal habitats for stopover locations.
Stopover locations are invaluable to migratory birds,
providing needed rest, food sources for refueling
energy stores and protection from inclement
weather. Skyglow from brightly lit urban areas
bend natural migratory paths to urban areas where
the tired, hungry birds then search for the limited
locations suitable for resting and refueling; ideally
those with tree cover and wetland environments.
The higher density of birds at these locations
increases competition for already limited sources of
food and increases the risk of disease transmission.

What can we do to reduce the risk of artificial light
at night to migratory birds? Obviously, the greatest
benefit is provided via civic measures in urban areas
with improved lighting ordinances and increased
green areas. The same study done in Chicago
estimated that bird mortality could be reduced up to
60% at the McCormick Place Convention Center by
decreasing lighted window area to minimal required
levels. But we can all do a small part by reducing
our interior lighting at night and using window
coverings to shield necessary lighting.

*For reassurance to our loon lovers, thankfully loons
migrate during daytime hours.

Photo by Joey Halvorson
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C.J. Ham
Pro Fullback

Steph Gogolin, ATC
" C.J!s high school
athletic trainer

T et

Success starts here.

We helped keep C.J. Ham in the game and we're here to do the same for you.
Your success matters to us. Trust our orthopedics and sports medicine experts
to create your customized treatment plan and unlock your potential.

ORTHOPEDICS & SPORTS MEDICINE

Scan code to learn more or schedule »

provser o \\f Essentia Health ey




STARRY STONEWORT FOUND

IN MIDDLE CULLEN LAKE

Tim Thoele, AIS Chair

An aquatic invasive
species, starry stonewort,
has been identified in
Middle Cullen Lake
recently. Water from Middle
Cullen flows into Lower
Cullen and eventually into
Nisswa Lake. Crow Wing
County has moved Lower
1 Cullen from low risk to

| high risk. They, along with
\ the DNR, are planning
' for heavy monitoring of
the Lower Cullen ramp
including the presence of
a boat decontamination unit. Crow Wing County,
the DNR and the Cullen Lake Association are in the
initial stages of evaluating treatment options, and
GCOLA is offering the support of our association in
an effort to keep starry stonewort from spreading into
the Gull Lake Chain.
Starry stonewort is a bushy, bright green macro-
algae that produces a star shaped bulbil, as shown
in the photo. It is a prohibited invasive species
in Minnesota that can form dense mats and out-
compete native plants. The thick mats of starry
stonewort hinder, and sometimes prohibit, many of
the desired recreational uses of our beautiful lakes.

PHOTOS WANTED

WHAT YOU CAN DO

People spread starry stonewort primarily through the
movement of water-related equipment. Fragments
can get tangled in trailers, motors, anchors and
inside watercrafts (boats, canoes, and kayaks).
Small bulbils, which may be hidden in mud and
debris, can stick to trailer bunks, anchors, ropes,
fabric, footwear, as well as scuba, fishing, and
hunting gear. A small fragment or bulbil can start a
new population.

Whether or not a lake is listed as infested, Minnesota

law requires water recreationists to:

« Clean watercraft of all aquatic plants and
prohibited invasive species.

* Drain all water by removing drain plugs and
keeping them out during transport.

» Dispose of unwanted bait in the trash.

» Dry docks, lifts, swim rafts and other equipment
for at least 21 days before placing equipment into
another water body.

Report new occurrences of starry stonewort to the
DNR immediately by contacting your DNR Invasive
Species Specialist or log in and submit a report
through EDDMapS.

Do you have photos taken around the Gull Lake Chain that you’d like to share? We always need pictures for
the newsmagazine, website and social media. We especially have a shortage of winter, autumn and other
fun activities on the lakes! You will be given credit for any photographs appearing in the newsmagazine
and a description of the picture is helpful. Your snapshots can be sent at full size (minimum 300DPI) to Sue

Friedrichs at info@gcola.org. THANK YOU!

Photo by Sheila Farrell Johnston

L e

Photo by Your Boat Club
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Inspiration for the entire Lakes Area

LAKES
PRINTING

We want to be your design,
offset printing, digital printing,
bindery and mailing professionals.

We want to be your printer.
Please contact us.

WHATEVER IT TAKES

218-829-7790 | Fax: 218-829-0977
1223 Oak Street, Brainerd, MN 56401
www.lakesprinting.com

Built to Excellence.
Built to Last.
Built to Please.

;=$;-_., BUILDERS Inc.

ES '1ANSON

AND PROFESSIONAL DESIGN

weshansonbuilders.com
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BECOME A MEMBER

The Gull Chain of Lakes Association is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation, Federal Tax ID #41-1272492.
Dues are $50 per year and any donations above the annual membership dues are greatly appreciated
and recognized in the spring newsmagazine. No goods or services were provided in exchange for your
membership and donation.

Please use this form and mail your dues to GCOLA, PO Box 102, Nisswa, MN 56468 -or- log in to our
website at https://www.gcola.org/shop to pay with your credit or debit card.

If you are unsure if you have paid your dues, call Sue Friedrichs at 612-751-6156 or send an email to
info@gcola.org to find out.

THANK YOU
2024 Gull Chain of Lakes Association Dues (January 1 to December 31) $50.00
Additional Donation (Optional)
$  Aquaticlnvasive Species ContingencyFund $  BuoyExpenses $  Board Discretion

(1 Please keep my additional donation(s) anonymous
Total Payment $

(d Check enclosed

(1 Please bill my credit card (Visa, Mastercard, American Express and Discover)
Expiration Date Card Number Amount$
Signature

Please contact me via email regarding the following volunteer opportunities:
d AIS Committee (d Communications 1 Gala ' Government Relations
1 Lake Steward (1 Loon Programs 1 Membership Committee [d Water Quality Testing

1 Existing Member 1 New Member

Name

Second or Company Name

Mailing Address
City State/Zip
Phone 1 Phone 2

We use email to keep you informed and request your input on issues impacting the Gull Lake Chain.

Email 1 Email 2

Lake Address

City State/Zip

Lake Name Location on Lake (side, bay, etc.)

The Gull Chain of Lakes Association does not sell, trade,
swap or in any other way use your data except for official GCOLA use.



B “You Canrust
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-_ISA Cernﬁed Arbonsts ;

TIee Preservatlon Plans

Tree Injectmns Tish
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Assessmg Hazardous Trees |

N mree Removal’: - Voted #1 for 5 Years!"'

218.625.8207 - WWW MIKESTREECOMPANY.COM - ’_Lﬂ ~
o 5906 Pine Beach Rd, Brainerd, MN 56401 . | - L oW
TC‘[E\ Insured/Certified - FREE Estimates ol ,f"';"

COME SEE FOR YOURSELF QL=
SHOWROOM/EXPERIENCE CENTER ==
1924 S.10TH STREET, BRAINERD

OFGAHO Providing the best in home entertainment,
o B automation, and security systems
for the Brainerd Lakes and surrounding areas

DIGITALHORIZONSMN.COM 218-330-4140

B. Johnson & Assoc., Lid.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

OVER 50 YEARS EXPERIENCE

BJA, Ltd

ACCOUNTING:

Personal & Business Financial Statemenst

AUDITING: mmmmmm
Small Business, Gambling & Other Non-Profit

BOOKKEEPING:
Payroll & Other Data Processing

CONSULTING: m—
Management & Computer AdvisgrServices

FINANCIAL PLANNING : —

Personal & Business Financial Planning

TAX SERVICES: mu——

Personal, Business, Estates & Gift Tax Returns

Bruce Johnson, CPA ¢ Chris Ford, CPA
Jacen Gondringer, CPA ¢ Tad Johnson, CPA ¢ Tom Teasck, CPA
218-829-3501

"8+ file
416 S 6th St

Ste 200 —— B-

Brainerd, MN 56401 R
www.brainerdCPA.com

218-829-3501
Nisswa Office
Kurilla Building #2
Nisswa, MN

N
DOCKS LIFTS - SERVICE

24428 SMILEY ROAD, NISSWA MN

NISSWA
DOCK

Toll free | 800-322-3525
Web | NISSWADOCK.COM




GOVERNMENT RELATIONS UPDATE

Since my last update there has been a successful
petition approved by the DNR which may create
a domino effect for other lakes around the state
requiring enhanced wake restrictions. Absent
statewide regulations, the DNR petition process
offers individual lakes another option to control
problems associated with enhanced wakes.
The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has
approved the following ordinance received from
Cook County pertaining to Caribou Lake near
Lutsen. The request included the following:
1. Prohibiting wake surfing in any area that meets
one or more of the following:
a. Any area that is less than 500 feet from the

Photo by Steven Wall

shoreline or another watercraft. 1. Consider legislation (distance from shore, depth,
b. Any area in which the water depth is less etc) for watercraft creating enhanced wakes that
than 20 feet. are a safety issue, cause shoreline erosion and
2. Also, no person may operate a boat on Caribou sub-surface ecological damage
Lake in an artificially bow-high manner, to 2. Provide sustained funding to the Minnesota
increase or enhance the boat’'s wake. Aquatic Research Center (MAISRC) for finding
solutions to eradicate zebra mussels, starry
In other developments, phase two of the Saint stonewort and other aquatic invasive species
Anthony Falls Laboratory (SAFL) research project (AIS)
looking at the impact of wake boat prop wash on lake 3. Maintain/increase funding level to counties to
bottoms is continuing. At the same time a third phase prevent the spread of new or existing aquatic
proposed by the Legislative-Citizen Commission on invasive species
Minnesota Resources (LCCMR) will look at boat and 4 Support efforts to limit encroachment by land
wind wave interactions with shorelines. developers on marginal lakeshore property
5. Increase boater AIS compliance with fines for
Finally, as a reminder, here are GCOLA's 2024 violations that are in parity with Minnesota game
Legislative Priority Items: and fish fines with authority to impound

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Patricia Pinckney Andrea Rusk

Barb Lindenmayer ...........ccccuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnenn. Gull Jody & Patrick Carey .......cccccoeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiis Gull
Bruce & Rene MackissocK.............cccvvveeeeenn. Gull Shannon EbertowsKi............ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiieee. Roy
Susan & William Buesing ........cccccooocvieeeeennnns Roy Terry & Ron Ferriss........os Roy

WELCONME
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DON'T MOVE
A MUSSEL!

Clean.Drain.Dr

i R 2 AT O,y
. ,rf . TR

Stop the Transport of Invasive Species:
e CLEAN boots, gear, boat, trailer & vehicle of plants, fish, animals & mud.
e DRAIN bilge, ballast, wells & buckets before you leave the area.
e DRY equipment before launching watercraft into another body of water.

STOP AQUATIC
HITCHHIKERS!"

Be A Good Steward.
Clean. Drain. Dry.
StopAquaticHitchhikers.org




=i
INSTALLATION AND REMOVAL

EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE
DOCK CLEANING

DOCK AND LIFT SALES

CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS

LAKES
PRINTING

WHATEVER IT TAKES

LAKES PRINTING
CONFIDENTIALITY POLICY

Lakes Printing in Brainerd is the only business that is

allowed access to our Association member list and only for
the purpose of mailing our newsletter. They have issued the
following confidentiality policy.

We have a strict policy of confidentiality. We will not sell,
trade, swap or in any other way use your list for anything
except mailing your newsletter. We understand fully that
you are the owner of the list and we simply have an electronic
copy on our system for your use. This policy is not just for
the Gull Chain of Lakes Association, it is applied to all
customers.
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BRADOW DOCK
PROUDLY SERVING THE LAKES AREZ
SINCE 1993

CANOPY CLEANING AND STORAGE

CANOPY SALES AND REPAIR iy

" WWW.BRADOWDOCK:COM

218.963.0431

YOUR HOMETOWN DEALER SINCE 1922!

@MILLS

W emce H @v

LINCOLMN [= N1 = 15

TO%?:?TA S cooany Jeep “@ !9“9'

WWW.MILLSAUTO.COM  me===

HOME OF THE MILLS MADE LIFETIME POWERTRAIN WARRANTY!

- Carpet & Upholstery
 Hardwood Floor Cleaning
« Granite Countertop Renewal

[}hem Drv
ofithel|:qkes

« Most carpets dry in 1-2 hours, NOT DAYS!!!
« NO soapy residue left over to re-attract dirt
« Safe and non toxic hypo allergenic

« Carpets stay cleaner longer

« Pet and odor specialists
chemdryofthelakes.com
Cdofthelakes@midco.net

(218) 828-4320

Independently Owned & Operated

4 YEARS!

Serving Crow Wing, Aitkin, Morrison, Todd,
N. Mille Lacs and Southern Cass Counties

All work performed by owners Jeff & Tracy
Swenson with over 27 years experience.




YOUR LAKE ASSOCIATION IS WORKING FOR YOU

Aquatic Invasive Species Committee (AlIS)

» Coordinates with the City of Lake Shore Police Department to
provide watercraft inspections for invasive species.

» Conducts two inspections at 24 locations to look for AlS.

* Donates annually to the University of Minnesota Aquatic
Invasive Species Research Center (MAISRC) for zebra mussel
research.

» Fulfills AIS prevention needs including establishing a boat
power wash station at the USACE public access ramp.

Communications Committee

» Maintains a website, a member group email service and social
media to provide timely communication.

* |ssues four newsmagazines per year to keep members
informed about association programs and important issues
affecting the Gull Lake Chain.

Environmental Committee

» Monitors water quality of our lakes and stream inlets through
quantitative chemical analysis. Samples are collected by
GCOLA volunteers and analysis completed by a licensed
environmental laboratory.

* Measures water quality during the summer by secchi disk
readings taken by GCOLA volunteers.

» Promotes star gazing and northern lights viewing through
educational initiatives on light pollution.

Finance/Audit Committee

* Oversees the GCOLA AIS Fund with BLACF, the Gull Chain
Preservation Endowment Fund with Initiative Foundation and
the AIS Contigency Fund which provide long term funding for
fighting and eradicating AlS.

» Manages and provides oversight of finances and audit process.

Fisheries Committee

* Attends annual Avid Angler discussion led by DNR and local
fishing guides and outdoor media.

» Stays informed on fishery-related research from the University
of Minnesota AlS Research Center.

Gala Committee

» Plans and executes annual fundraising Gala, including silent =

auction, trip raffle, and event sponsorship.

Government Relations Committee

* Works with state legislators, the DNR, state agencies, and
local government units on lake issues and concerns.

* Works with other lake associations, county COLAs, and

state-wide lake-related organizations on common legislative §

priorities.

Lake Steward Committee

* More than 185 lakeshore owners working to protect our lakes
with 107 Lake Steward awards to date.

* Provides funding for approved shoreland naturalization
projects.

e Conducts a Tree Giveaway each spring to promote
naturalization of shoreland to protect water quality.

Loon Conservancy Committee

» Conducts a yearly loon count in the spring and late summer.

» Educates boaters on loon-safe boating practices.

» Promotes the Get the Lead Out loon safe-fishing program.

» Supports loon reproduction activities including loon nesting
platforms.

Membership Committee
» Conducts membership development programs to recruit and
retain individual, family, and business memberships.

Safety & Recreation Committee

* Purchases, installs, and maintains one of the premier
navigational buoy systems (100 buoys) in the State of
Minnesota. We also install more than 20 no wake enforcement
buoys for the sheriff ’s department.

» Provides free maps, with boating rules and regulation, at three
public landings.

» Partners with Cass and Crow Wing County sheriffs to provide
free boat safety training for approximately 75 youth per year.

*  Works with county sheriffs on safety and enforcement issues
including donations for night vision equipment, a range finder,
and life jackets.
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CALL TONY NELSON FOR A FREE F o WViax  (218) 967-8242

SHOREFRONT CONSULTATION! MARINEMAX.COM
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MISSION STATEMENT Photo by Joey Halvorson

The Gull Chain of Lakes Association promotes the responsible
use of land and water resources, supports recreational safety,
strives to prevent and contain aquatic invasive species, and
works to improve water quality and shoreland habitat on the
Gull Lake Chain ecosystems now and in the future.



