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CHAIR’S MESSAGE

Steve Frawley, GCOLA Chair

When | wrote the Chair's message column at this
time last year, we had endured a long winter season
with nearly 90 inches of snowfall; the most in the
Brainerd Lakes area since 1948. This past year we
witnessed the flip side of winter with only 12 Inches
of snowfall and limited opportunities for skating,
skiing, snowmobiling, sledding, ice fishing and other
traditional winter sports activities. The lack of cold
weather resulted in the cancellation of the Jaycees
Ice Fishing Extravaganza on Gull Lake, an event
GCOLA helps support. These divergent winters are
evidence of our changing climatic trends that impact
algal bloom growth and AlS, water quality, wildlife and
fish populations.

Once again, we offered the free annual tree giveaway
on Saturday, May 4th at Sunshine’s Summerhouse.
Read the article in the newsmagazine to learn more
about this successful event. I'm also pleased to
report that the 12th annual GCOLA Gala fundraising
event will take place on August 4th at Grand View
lodge featuring a social hour, full-service dinner, live
and silent auctions. We are lucky to have Dr. Bruce
Carlson, a lake ecologist and widely respected
researcher, discuss the various factors including
climate, the environment, aquatic invasive species
(AIS), and others that impact our chain’s ecosystems.
We have also made plans for our GCOLA Annual
Meeting which will take place on August 21 via Zoom
at 7 pm. Boater safety classes for youth between 12-
17 years of age will begin in early June at the Gull
Lake Yacht Club.

Please take the time to review articles in our
newsmagazine including prevention of Swimmers
Itch, Firefly Watchers Program and our End of
Dock Program by Robert Eliason, upcoming Youth
Boat Safety Classes article by Jay Chaney, my
Government Relations update and important details
on the upcoming Sunday, August 4th annual Gala
event fundraiser.

As always, GCOLA offers opportunities for volunteers
in areas that GCOLA serves including Lake Steward,
Communications, Loon Conservancy, Recreation
and Safety, Finance, New Members, Government
Relations and Fisheries. Contact a board or advisory
member listed in the newsmagazine for further
information.
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GCOLA PROFILE

LAURA KESSLER, COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE

My grandparents bought our little cabin on Roy Lake more than four
decades ago. It's where | spent most summer weekends growing up and
continues to be my favorite getaway as an adult. Now my mom and her
~ two sisters co-own the property, so at any given time it is full of family and

Looking back at my childhood, | can’t imagine a better place to spend my
_ summers other than growing up learning how to fish, drive our boat, ski,
and holding on for dear life as my dad whipped my sister and me around
on the tube. Now that | am a stepmom of three teenagers and have a
toddler of my own, I’'m so happy | get to share these experiences with them
4 at our cabin. Here’s to hoping my son can catch a sunny off the dock this
summer!

{ Knowing how much the lake has influenced my life, | felt pulled to join
GCOLAto do my partin preserving the area. Working for a civil engineering
firm that works primarily on water resources (where | happened to meet my
- husband, who is a water quality scientist) has opened my eyes to how vital
" these groups are. | am happy to be a member of GCOLA and hopefully
provide valuable services for our area.
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Wednesday, August 21, 2024 - 7 p.m.

Zoom Link: https://bit.ly/3UAIdRe * Phone: 312 626 6799 - Meeting ID: 880 8353 8483 « Passcode: 697751
THE MEETING WILL INCLUDE:

» Annual election of board members * Financial summary
» Updates on GCOLA activities and issues affecting the Gull Lake Chain
* Question and answer session




YOUR ONE-STOP

Boal Shop

IN THE BRAINERD LAKES AREA

MarineMax Nisswa & Crosslake has a rich history of helping families just like yours enjoy the water in the
Brainerd Lakes Area each summer. Formerly known and loved as Nisswa Marine and C&C Boat Works, our two
stores have teamed up with one mission: to provide the world's best pleasure boating experience to boaters
on the Gull Lake and Whitefish Chains.

Experience boat-buying the way it was meant to be. Request boat service from our skilled team of
technicians with over 120 years of combined expertise. After a long day on the water, simply stop at our gas
docks in Crosslake to refuel and explore our pro shop full of water toys and boating accessories to enhance
your summer fun. Enjoy peace of mind in the off-season while we winterize and store your boat at our
expansive facilities. Come spring, we'll summerize it and deliver right to your lift or landing!

Get ready to make unforgettable memories with your crew this boating season. Our passionate and
knowledgable staff is looking forward to earning your business. We can't wait to help you make the most of
your lake lifestyle.
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Shop our wide selection of Premier and Barletta pontoons and tritoons at MarineMax Nisswa & Crosslake!

24238 SMILEY ROAD WI”EMIX 36448 CO RD 66
NISSWA, MN 56468 ; CROSSLAKE, MN 56442

218-346-2292 NISSWA & CROSSLAKE 218-692-3570

WWW.NISSWAMARINE.COM




F I SH I N G REG U LATI 0 N U P DATE Mike Knapp, Brainerd Area Fisheries Supervisor, MN DNR

The size regulations regarding northern pike has changed
for the entire Gull Chain (including Round Lake) and now
requires all pike from 30-40” to be immediately released.
The possession limit is 2 with only one over 40” allowed in
possession.

For further information on this, the DNR website can be
accessed at https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakefind/lake.
html?id=11030500
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ANNUAL GALA
Sunday, August 4

- Save the Date!
 members, friet

The Annual Gala is GCOLA's only fundraising event, and it helps support our mission through the work of
the committees such as the Lake Steward, Loon Conservancy, AlS identification and prevention efforts,
along with many other programs to keep our chain of lakes, shorelines and wildlife healthy and sustainable.

Location
The event will be held at the Gull Lake Center, Grand View Lodge

Schedule of events:
5:00 Social hour and silent auction
6:30 Dinner options Pork loin with Dijon buerre GF or Polenta lasagna GF vegan no dairy
Dessert is a gluten-free chocolate torte
7:30 Trip raffle drawing

Dr. Bruce Carlson, MD, PhD

Dr. Carlson, both a biomedical researcher and a lake biologist, will discuss how a north
country lake, like Gull, is influenced by factors such as climate and aquatic invasive species
(AIS) and how they interact with native plant and animal communities to produce the lake
we currently experience.

Dr. Carlson is Professor Emeritus and former Chairman of the Department of Anatomy and
Cell Biology at the University of Michigan. Along with 200 papers, he has authored more
than 20 books on regeneration, embryology and lake biology and has edited another 15
symposium volumes and translations. He is a well-known lake ecologist who focuses on how
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS), climate and fish habitat are impacted throughout the seasons as documented
through the use of underwater videos. Dr Carlson was formerly a fish biologist and recently directed a 10-
year study on northern pike with the US Geological Services. His retirement activities include speaking and
writing books such as his 2023 release "A North Country Lake throughout the Seasons” and “Understanding
Midwestern Aquatic Invasives” in 2024. Dr Carlson is a frequent speaker and a former President of the Ten
Mile Lake Association in Hackensack and will be available for signing copies of his book during the Gala event.

GuLL CHAIN oF LAKES AssoOCIATION * SuMMER 2024




TRIP RAFFLE

Back again is our
raffle prize of a
$4000 trip for two to:

Paris, Rome, London, Venice, Dublin,
Belize, Honduras, Costa Rica (airfare and
7 nights hotel) OR Riviera Maya, Mexico,
Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, Puerto
Vallarta, Mexico (7 nights all-inclusive) OR |8

create your own option ($4000 value). | =

We are limiting the number of tickets sold to 100, with tickets priced at $100 so your odds
of winning are 1 in 100! The drawing will be held on Sunday, August 4, 2024 at 7:30 pm at
Grand View Lodge, 23521 Nokomis Ave, Nisswa, MN. Sponsored by Gull Chain of Lakes
Association License #X-93369. You need not be present to win and must be 18 or older to
purchase a ticket or win a prize. The winner is responsible for trip costs exceeding $4000

BurschTravel 54 any applicable fees or taxes and delivery expenses. Terms and conditions of travel
certificate provided by Bursch Travel: 1) Redeemable for air & hotel package, air & tour package or air & cruise
package only. 2) Certificate has no cash value, no residual value, no expiration date. 3) Blackout dates and
restrictions may apply.

Trip Raffle Tickets

Tickets can be purchased through any GCOLA board member or by making your check payable to GCOLA
Raffle and mailing it to GCOLA, PO Box 102, Nisswa, MN 56468. Please provide the following required
information:

+ Name

« Address including city, state, zip code

+ Phone number

We are not able to accept credit card payments for raffle tickets due to State of Minnesota gambling
requirements.

Gala Tickets

Tickets are $60 each and can be purchased through the GCOLA website at www.gcola.org or from a Board

member. You do not need to be a GCOLA member to attend.
Check option: Mail information with your email and a check to GCOLA, PO Box 102, Nisswa, MN 56468
and include name for each person attending along with their meal selection of Pork loin with Dijon buerre
GF or Polenta lasagna GF vegan no dairy. All meals are gluten free.

Credit card option: Send information to info@gcola.org and include your phone number so you can be
called for your credit card number.

Seeking Volunteers for this fun and worthwhile event.

Volunteer 30 minutes of your time during the Gala between 5-7 pm and help us spread the fun! Volunteers also
needed to help at the registration tables. No experience necessary. Contact Jane Edwards at jedwards3718@
gmail.com and be part of our team For the Love of Our Lakes!

GuLL CHAIN oF LAKES ASSOCIATION * SUMMER 2024 8




8 SIMPLE WAYS YOU CAN

PROTECT LOONS!

Sheila Johnston, Loon Conservancy Committee Chair

1. Conserve and restore

2. Stay at least 200 feet
away from nesting loons
so they don'’t feel threatened
and abandon their nest.

3. Lead poisoning is the
leading cause of deaths.
Just one lead sinker or jig
can kill a loon! Please use
lead-free tackle. Learn more
and find sources for lead-

mn.us.

4. Watch ahead and use
caution when boating and
jet skiing near loons. Boat
and jet ski strikes injure
and kill loons. Always

Loons will not dive out of the
way when protecting chicks
on their backs or on the
water. Chicks cannot dive
out of the way.

5. Discard broken fishing
line properly. Please pick

see in the water or caught in
vegetation so loons do not
become entangled.

shorelines for loon habitat.

free tackle at www.pca.state.

assume they will NOT dive!

up fishing line and tackle you

6. Do not cast towards
loons on the water or
nesting. Move fishing
spots if loons are near

or going for your line. If
you hook a loon call Loon
Rescue, Inc, 715 966-5415
and 715 453-4916.

7. Do not shoot
fireworks off over the
lake. Fireworks are very
alarming for loons! Chicks
may be separated from
parents in the chaos. The
explosions can injure loons
and chicks.

- 8. Seek and follow

guidance from GCOLA’s
Loon Conservancy

b Committee and DNR

Minnesota Loon
Restoration Project staff
before building and

&% deploying an artificial

loon nesting platform.
(DNR approved platform
pictured.)

© Sheila Farrell Johnston
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~ Water Softeners

Hallllv, Healthv Homes + Reverse Osmosis
Start With Thinkin’ Finken | . wett water solutions

+ lron & Arsenic Removal
v Salt & Water Delivery
v Heating & Cooling

+ Plumbing & Spas

Call (877) FINKENS

ILoveMyWater.com/Finken

Nisswa Based

The mission of the LPCF is to promote public awareness of prostate
cancer through free interactive monthly support groups and personal

LAKES PROSTATE CANGER FunD  counseling along with the dissemination of information through print
A DESIBNATED FUND OF ESSENTIA HEALTH - ST, JOSEPHS FOUNDATION und d[gl‘{]l med"] {hun"els

: Suppoﬂ Group meefmg held uf Crugun s I.eguqr Golf Club House

Contact us foday for your free copy of book Man-Opause,
-’ , a per.,ono| 15 year memoir of Gary Harris' betiles and suceess L
with mefastatic prostate cancer. Your tax deductible*gift to
& continue funding our work is appreciated - 100% stays local
ST

Visit our web site or email Gary Harris at
) Essentia Health gary@lpcfund.org or call 763-360-3571

St. Joseph's Foundation LPCFUND.ORG I.AKESPROSTATECANCERFUND ORG

*A DESIGMATED IRS 501(C){3) NOMNPROFIT




SWI M M E R,s ITc H s U RVEY Robert Eliason, Environmental Committee Chair

Last fall, swimmer’s itch was a big problem in some Crow Wing county lakes. We would like to determine how
widespread the problem is on the Gull Lake chain. If you have experienced swimmer’s itch this year, please
send your name and address to Robert Eliason at gcola.endofdock@gmailcom. | will put the results of this
survey in our fall newsmagazine. Note: There are anti-swimmer’s itch products available to put on the skin
before going in the water. They are advertised to prevent swimmer’s itch.

Per the CDC, most cases of swimmer’s itch do not require medical attention. The following may provide relief:
» Use corticosteroid cream

* Apply cool compresses to the affected areas

« Bathe in Epsom salts or baking soda

» Soak in colloidal oatmeal baths

* Apply baking soda paste to the rash

* Use an anti-itch lotion

Remember: Waterfowl promote the presence of swimmer’s itch along your shore as shown in the graphic
below. DO NOT FEED WATERFOWL!

Swimmer's ltch

Cercarial Dermatitis

7

Adult schistosomes
in definitive host

Do not feed ducks or
geese. They bring the
parasite to your shore.

Humans are exposed to
the dermatitis-producing
cercariae.

Cercariae penetrate
the skin of definitive o Eggs are passed

o o .~ hosts and migrate to in feces. :
f blood vesselsto Q — M
f f complete the cycle. } ﬁ
‘;'._ A A \Q. -
” N\ :A‘J; | - h

SR g

e The parasite develops in a T @ Eags Hiatch and

molluscan intermediate host. A Inben;ate rakacichy.

®

After leaving the lake, immediately remove parasites in
water droplets by

1. Showering (Best method) DO NOT USE LAKE WATER!!

2. Toweling off all water from entire body.
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LAKE ST EWARD As KS Dorothy Whitmer, Lake Steward Co-Chair

Do You Know the 3 Things That Happen
When You Become a Lake Steward?

oser Fam|Iy, Gull Lake

1. You Kick Back! 2. You Become Famous!

Save money, time and energy. See our Awardee page!
Enjoy lake life even more.

amily, GuII Lake

Take the Quiz to Get Started!
Scan the QR Code
Or go to gcola.org

Em|y Lobrg and Famlly Margaret

3. Um...Did We Mention Your Care Will Change

You Protect the Lakes The Future of Our Lakes
For Future Generations?

GuLL CHAIN oF LAKES ASSOCIATION * SUMMER 2024



GET INSPIRED.

(218) 454-1040
UPNORTHFIREPLACEGALLERY.COM
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YOUTH BOAT SAFETY CLASSES

GCOLA will again offer youth safety classes in
conjunction with the Crow Wing and Cass County
Sheriffs’ departments. GCOLA is offering the classes
free of charge. We will offer three classes on three
different dates. We ask that students arrive at 8:30 am
to check-in, with classes beginning at 9:00 am. Class
should conclude at approximately 1:00 pm. Dates
are as follows:

- Friday, June 14
- Thursday, June 20
- Friday, July 12

Classes will be held at the Gull Lake Yacht Club,
(Upper level) 19696 Love Lake Rd. Brainerd, MN.
They have always been very generous in allowing the
classes there and they will once again have a busy
summer at their facility. Class dates are also posted
on the GCOLA website, as well as the GCOLA
Facebook page.

Jay Chaney, Safety and Recreation Chair

Classes will be capped at 25 students (age 12-17)
and the class will qualify students to receive the
necessary permit to operate a motorized boat over
25 HP. Please sign up early, as classes typically
fill quickly! Students will get hands-on experience
as well, upon completion of the written coursework
during class. Pizza will be provided to all attendees,
generously donated by Zorbaz on Gull. In addition,
each attendee will receive a lifejacket to take home,
courtesy of GCOLA.

To reserve a spot for your date of choice, contact
Mary Kay Larson at 218-831-5656. This is a great
opportunity for the youth in your family to receive the
necessary foundation to become a safe and courteous
boater for years to come! The classes are on a first-
come basis and in the likely event that they fill, the
state of MN offers an online course. Unlike our course
however, there is a fee, no hands-on experience, no
lifejacket, and no Zorbaz pizza!

Have a wonderful summer and safe boating!



0 RI o N P H OTO co N T EST WI N N E R Robert Eliason, Environmental Committee Chair

In the winter news magazine, | proposed an Orion picture contest. Members were challenged to take a photo
of the constellation Orion and send it to me. | am pleased to announce that Ron Faust was the winner of
the contest. He has received the book prize “Ripple Effects: How We’re Loving Our Lakes to Death” by Ted
Rulseh. His prize-winning photo is below, along with a picture of him with his prize. Please note the number
of stars in the photo. They are part of the Milky Way and might make it difficult to identify the constellation to
the casual observer. lItis a great photo of my favorite winter constellation. Congratulations Ron!

218:963277 00 kel =1
www!BoatsandBeyondRentalsco




OUR PRIORITIES AT A GLANCE
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LAKE STEWARD SAFETY & RECREATION
+ 185+ lakeshore owners working - 125 navigational

to protect our lakes
buoys across the
: 27 L;kﬁ Stel_ward a;/vartti_s Gull Lake Chain
und shoreline restoration « Boat Safety classes

75+ kids per year
* Partner with local
sheriff departments

2024 BUDGETED PRIORITIES

Lake B
axe BUOYR AIS Fight

EZELE $34,000

LOON CONSERVANCY

» Loon population surveys : $24,800
« Loon-safe boating program Education/
- Get the Lead Out (GTLO) Communication
loon-safe fishing

% 4
=5

$29,300 Lake Steward/
Loon/
Environmental

i/

Gl

I

N\
°® AQUATIC
o.' INVASIVE SPECIES (AIS)
ENVIRONMENTAL * Inspect 24 boat launches for AIS
« Water quality monitoring * Fund 3,300+ boat inspections annually
« Light pollution education * Financially support the U of M AIS Research Center
» Education on improving
lake water quality
GET INVOLVED GOVERNMENT RELATIONS :
* 1050+ family & business members strong « Advocate for lake issues with state legislators
* Exciting volunteer opportunities * Interface with county and local governments
* FUN! Annual Summer Gala Event « Share with neighboring lake associations

GuLL CHaIN oF Lakes Association « PO Box 102, Nisswa, MN 56468 ¢ INFO@GCOLA.ORG * WWW.GCOLA.ORG January 2024



TREE GIVEAWAY/GET THE LEAD
0 U T TAC KL E Exc HAN G E Kris Driessen, Lake Steward Co-chair

The 2024 Tree Giveaway was a success. A wide
variety of trees totaling 450, were bagged and
handed out by volunteers-bur oak, white pine, white
spruce, sugar maple, jack pine, and tamarack.
Enthused tree lovers showed up and all trees
were given away. Lead tackle was also collected
and exchanged for lead-free. A big thank you to
Sunshine’s Summerhouse for offering space to host
the event. Also, thank you to volunteers-Kris and
Chuck Driessen, Teri Whitman, Sheila Johnston
and Sandy Hobby.

GuLL CHAIN oF LAKES AsSOCIATION * SUMMER 2024 18



BUOY MAP

. _—~GuLL CHAIN OF UPPER GULL LAKE
A% [LAKES ASSOCIATION

Wienzel Point

BASS LAKE

ADOPT-A-BUOY MAP
May 5, 2024

NISSWA LAKE

ROY LAKE

LAKE MARGARET

Dutchmans
Bluff

Rock Pile

For safety reasons Rock Pile )
buoys are not available Hole-in-the-Day Bay
for adoption.

Ahlmquist Bay

Rocky Point
Point

Sandy Point

LOVE LAKE

GULL LAKE

Gull Point

Van Sickle

LEGEND

Red Number: Buoy is adopted
Black Number: Buoy is reserved & waiting for payment

Green Number: Buoy is available for adoption with a
one time-payment of $500 for five years. Contact

jaymeklecker3@aim.com for more information.

Steamboat
Bay

Many thanks to Troy Srock, owner of LM Steel Manufacturing & Supply in Brainerd, for the donation of two
dozen buoy weights needed for our buoy placements this year. His donation is much appreciated to maintain
our network of buoys.



WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Kathryn Cima

Elizabeth & Kevin Jakuc, Gull
Amy Markert, Gull

Karen & Jeffrey Nonhof, Margaret

Dr. Jackie McCall
Dr. Torvin Rajala
7870 Excelsior Road

218:829: 6300& \{ = st

PartytimeRentalMN.com toll free 877.338.3937

PARTY TIME
RENTAL f ©

BY THOSE WE’VE MET BY ACCIDENT!

* Boat Repair * Glass Replacement

. Marine & Vehicle °* Paintless Dent Repair
Accessories * Line-X

* Collision Repair - Factory Trained
* Glass Chip Repair Technicians

- = ' — = TheBodyWorks.com
. Fu.ctory Authorized Dealer Call us today for a FREE estimate!

'?dl:l | Kuwusukl I"Can-Am) I} Sec - 218.825.3500 sumlmmmm |




SHORELAND HABITAT ASKS

Dorothy Whitmer, Lake Steward Co-Chair

Which Group of Flowers Is Prettier?

A. Native Plants

No need to water or fertilize.
Adapted to lakeshore for
thousands of years.
Support wildlife.

Clockwise from upper left:
Wild bergamot, yarrow,
showy tick-trefoil, blue vervain.

B. Cultivars

Cultivated to catch the eye.

Clockwise from upper left:
Red day lily, hosta, hydrangea,
yellow day lily

Answer: Both!

But only one protects the lakes.

Find out why!
Take the Quiz to Get Started.
Scan the QR Code.

GCOLA has funding for native
plants on shorelines.
Or go to gcola.org.
Or email
lakesteward@gcola.org

GCOLA

Shorlnd Habia

§ R &
3 2 (R Ve

Your Care
Will Change the Future
Of Our Lakes
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; Now offering cabinets for
n@.t}!:k‘ your outdoor living space

VEN AT CARR

From local author

Steven A. Carr
The quest for
the Ojibwa treasure

17753 State Highway 371
Brainerd, MN Available from:

I n
oM g 218-828-0620 Amazon, Outskirts Press, and Madden Bros. Market.
C@‘lgi ets www.CrowWingCabinets.com

A TAILORED
ARCHITECTURAL
EXPERIENCE

Nisswa / Annandale
218-454-1065 / backyardmn.com

www.marka.design 4—’,

markal ez 2 s BACKYARD
REFLECTIONS

We Create Outdoor Dreamns

5411 LAKERS LANE, SUITE 204 | NISSWA, MN 56468
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F I RE F LY WATC H E R,s P ROG RAM Robert Eliason, Environmental Committee Chair

Several people have already volunteered to be Firefly Watchers. Now is your chance to be a Firefly Watcher
this summer. What does a Firefly Watcher do? On a warm summer’s evening between now and September
as the twilight turns to darkness, a Watcher turns off all lights and sits either outside on a deck or inside in a
screened in porch. The primary purpose of a Watcher is to enjoy the ambience of the darkness, which makes
the evening’s endeavor fun with or without fireflies! A watcher does this throughout the summer whenever in
the mood. | am asking Firefly Watchers, if they see a firefly, to make a note, and then send an email to me. If
you are interested in becoming a Firefly Watcher, send an email to Robert Eliason at gcola.endofdock@gmail.
com with Firefly in the subject line Please include your lake address. | will report our findings in the winter
newsmagazine.
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G OVE RN M E N T RE LATI o N s U P DAT E Steve Frawley, Government Relations Chair

Since my last Government Relations update, there has
been a flurry of activity around the country regarding
enhanced wakes. Here are a few highlights:

* We are awaiting the imminent results of phase two
Saint Anthony Falls (SAFL) research on enhanced
wakes. Phase two focuses on the impact of prop
wash on lake bottoms and the harmful effects such
as scouring lake bottoms, creating algal blooms,
adversely impacting fishing habitat, and re-
suspending harmful substances such as mercury
from lake bottoms. Work on SAFL phase three
research has also begun which will take a holistic
view of factors impacting a lake’s ecosystem with
an anticipated 2025 completion date. Phase three
is funded primarily through Minnesota State lottery
funds via a grant from Minnesota’s Environment
and Natural Resources Trust Fund.

« As | mentioned in the last newsmagazine
edition, Vermont approved the nation’s most
comprehensive restrictions on wake boats and
wake sports on Vermont’s inland lakes and ponds.
The new rules, which will take effect in 2024,
impact 43 of Vermont’'s 73 lakes and stipulates
that enhanced wake sports must operate 500 feet
from shore in no less than 20 feet of water.

» Closer to home, Michigan House Bill 5532 would
restrict the operation of wake boats to 500 feet or

more from shorelines or docks and at water depths
of 20 feet or more to minimize potential harmful
impacts to swimmers, non-motorized watercraft,
shorelines, and docks, and on fish and wildlife.

* Wisconsin Senate Bill 1077 required the University
of Wisconsin systems to conduct a wake surf boat
study. This study looked at a variety of factors
including impact on lake bottoms, fish habitat,
aquatic vegetation, sediment disruption and
wave energy created by winds and storms versus
waves generated by enhanced wakes. Over 75%
of Wisconsin residents surveyed voted in support
of legislation enacting statutes prohibiting creation
of artificial wakes on lakes under 1,500 acres. For
lakes over 1,500 acres, wake sports would be
allowed if conducted at least 700 feet offshore and
in at least 20-foot depths.

In a major in-state development, a Cook county
Minnesota based lake is in final discussions with the
DNR regarding their petition for wake surf restrictions.
These restrictions stipulate that wake surf boats
operate 500 or more feet offshore at a minimum
depth of 15 feet. A final decision and announcement
are expected any day now. Finally, DNR efforts are
continuing to create a Watercraft Operators License
since the 2023 Legislative passage of the bill.
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|\ Amy Lelwica, MD
Orthopedic
. surgeon

ferty)

We replaced my hip.

Experience exceptional care in the Brainerd Lakes area.
From injuries to joint replacements, we offer a comprehensive range
of orthopedic specialties - right here in our community.

ORTHOPEDICS
Focused on you.

[] schedute ontine () call 218-829-7812

EssentiaHealth.org/BrainerdOrtho

B incoremsces \\Z Essentia Health




OME CLEAN
LEAVE CLEAN

Invest in Nature. Clean Your Gear.

Stop the Transport of Invasive Species:
® CLEAN boots, gear, boat, trailer & vehicle of plants, fish, animals & mud.
e DRAIN bilge, ballast, wells & buckets before you leave the area.
e DRY equipment before launching watercraft into another body of water.

STOP AQUATIC
HITCHHIKERS!"

Be A Good Steward.
Clean. Drain. Dry,
StopAquaticHitchhikers.org




Inspiration for the entire Lakes Area

LAKES
PRINTING

We want to be your design,
offset printing, digital printing,
bindery and mailing professionals.

We want to be your printer.
Please contact us.

WHATEVER IT TAKES

218-829-7790 | Fax: 218-829-0977
1223 Oak Street, Brainerd, MN 56401
www.lakesprinting.com

Built to Excellence.
Built to Last.
Built to Please.

;=$;-_., BUILDERS Inc.

ES '1ANSON

AND PROFESSIONAL DESIGN

weshansonbuilders.com
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BECOME A MEMBER

The Gull Chain of Lakes Association is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation, Federal Tax ID #41-1272492.
Dues are $50 per year and any donations above the annual membership dues are greatly appreciated
and recognized in the spring newsmagazine. No goods or services were provided in exchange for your
membership and donation.

Please use this form and mail your dues to GCOLA, PO Box 102, Nisswa, MN 56468 -or- log in to our
website at https://www.gcola.org/shop to pay with your credit or debit card.

If you are unsure if you are current with your dues, call Sue Friedrichs at 612-751-6156 or send an email to
info@gcola.org to find out.

THANK YOU
2024 Gull Chain of Lakes Association Dues (January 1 to December 31) $50.00
Additional Donation (Optional)
$  Aquaticlnvasive Species ContingencyFund $  BuoyExpenses $  Board Discretion

(1 Please keep my additional donation(s) anonymous
Total Payment $

(d Check enclosed

(1 Please bill my credit card (Visa, Mastercard, American Express and Discover)
Expiration Date Card Number Amount$
Signature

Please contact me via email regarding the following volunteer opportunities:
d AIS Committee (d Communications 1 Gala ' Government Relations
1 Lake Steward (1 Loon Programs 1 Membership Committee [d Water Quality Testing

1 Existing Member 1 New Member

Name

Second or Company Name

Mailing Address
City State/Zip

Primary Phone Alternate Phone

We use email to keep you informed and request your input on issues impacting the Gull Lake Chain.

Email Second Email

Lake Address

City State/Zip

Lake Name Location on Lake (side, bay, etc.)

The Gull Chain of Lakes Association does not sell, trade,
swap or in any other way use your data except for official GCOLA use.



B “You Canrust

{ smvxcxs e

-_ISA Cernﬁed Arbonsts ;

TIee Preservatlon Plans

Tree Injectmns Tish

‘\T

Assessmg Hazardous Trees |

N mree Removal’: - Voted #1 for 5 Years!"'

218.625.8207 - WWW MIKESTREECOMPANY.COM - ’_Lﬂ ~
o 5906 Pine Beach Rd, Brainerd, MN 56401 . | - L oW
TC‘[E\ Insured/Certified - FREE Estimates ol ,f"';"

COME SEE FOR YOURSELF QL=
SHOWROOM/EXPERIENCE CENTER ==
1924 S.10TH STREET, BRAINERD

OFGAHO Providing the best in home entertainment,
o B automation, and security systems
for the Brainerd Lakes and surrounding areas

DIGITALHORIZONSMN.COM 218-330-4140

B. Johnson & Assoc., Lid.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

OVER 50 YEARS EXPERIENCE

BJA, Ltd

ACCOUNTING:

Personal & Business Financial Statemenst

AUDITING: mmmmmm
Small Business, Gambling & Other Non-Profit

BOOKKEEPING:
Payroll & Other Data Processing

CONSULTING: m—
Management & Computer AdvisgrServices

FINANCIAL PLANNING : —

Personal & Business Financial Planning

TAX SERVICES: mu——

Personal, Business, Estates & Gift Tax Returns

Bruce Johnson, CPA ¢ Chris Ford, CPA
Jacen Gondringer, CPA ¢ Tad Johnson, CPA ¢ Tom Teasck, CPA
218-829-3501

"8+ file
416 S 6th St

Ste 200 —— B-

Brainerd, MN 56401 R
www.brainerdCPA.com

218-829-3501
Nisswa Office
Kurilla Building #2
Nisswa, MN

N
DOCKS LIFTS - SERVICE

24428 SMILEY ROAD, NISSWA MN

NISSWA
DOCK

Toll free | 800-322-3525
Web | NISSWADOCK.COM




SPONSORED BY THE ASSOCIATION OF CASS COUNTY LAKES

Native & Natural

A SHORE LAND PRESERVATION o
& RESTORATION TOUR @

ON GULL LAKE CHAIN OF LAKES

o0 ®
Join Minnesota property owners for a July 25, 2024

3-hour bus tour of four beautiful &

successful lake shore land s
Gather at Sunshine’'s Summer-

House at 2008 Hill Drive SW.,
Learn & Be |n3pired Fairview Township at 8 a.m.
The bus departs at 8:30 a.m.
and returns at approximately
12:30 p.m. There is plenty of
parking.

restoration and preservation projects

Learn from experienced landowners
and experts on how to create stable
and sustainable shore lands, and
how to become a Minnesota Lake

Steward. Network with neighbors H - » .R. ..

who found natural solutions to ow to egISter
various landscape challenges. S20 per person

Get Ready to Begin Use the OR code or go to

https://nativenaturalshore

Find out about technical and landtour.eventbrite.com

financial resources to help

you.undertake your own . | Questions? Call Sheila at
project. Ry (612) 226-6571

Register now - seating limited to 54

PARTNERS: CASS & CROW WING SWCD, RENDEZVOUS BREWERY, MN LAKES & RIVERS ADVOCATES,
PRAIRIE MOON, MN NATIVE LANDSCAPES, MN DNR, SUNSHINE'S SUMMERHOUSE

31
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ADVERTISER THANK YOU

Digital Horizons Kurilla Real Estate
Essentia Health Steven A Carr - Hole in Day
Positive Realty Backyard Reflections
DH Docks LLC Baratto Brothers Construction
Midwest Family Eye Center Boats & Beyond Rentals
Wes Hanson Builders MN Inboard Water Sports
Nisswa Dock MarineMax
Lakes Prostate Cancer Fund Up North Fireplace Gallery
Bradow Dock Service Brothers Motorsports
Party Time Rental B Johnson & Assoc
Chem Dry of the Lakes Crow Wing Cabinets Inc
Finken Aqua Systems Mills Automotive
Marka Architecture The Body Works

Mike’s Tree Company

PHOTOS WANTED

Do you have photos taken around the Gull Lake Chain that you’d like to share? We always need pictures for
the newsmagazine, website and social media. We especially have a shortage of winter, autumn and other
fun activities on the lakes! You will be given credit for any photographs appearing in the newsmagazine
and a description of the picture is helpful. Your snapshots can be sent at full size (minimum 300DPI) to Sue

Friedrichs at info@gcola.org.
THANK YOU!

=3

?

Photo by Steve Wall

Photo by Jon Villela

Photo by Rebecca Lahl



HELP! ENVIRONMENTAL

co M M ITT E E M E M B E RS N E E D E D! Robert Eliason, Environmental Committee Chair

The environmental committee needs new members. Several previous members have moved on to chair oth-
er important GCOLA committees, which leaves room for some new members who have an interest in things
our association can do to continue to protect and monitor our lakes’ water quality along with other activities
which enhance our shorelines and lake life in general.

Current activities sponsored by the environmental committee include:

Water quality testing (aka the End-of-Dock) program. Volunteers assist with a program to gather water sam-
ples from a network of more than 30 people who have signed up to gather samples twice a summer from the
end of docks. These samples are then submitted to a water testing laboratory. The data from the lab is
collected and presented to GCOLA members each year in the newsmagazine with a graph showing the trends
for the past several years.

Firefly Watchers program. A volunteer | A ST NS
for this program would solicit members, =~
through an article in the spring/summer |
issue of the newsmagazine. You would
record the observations from the Firefly
Watcher volunteers’ emails and write up
the results each year.

Swimmer’s Itch program. A volunteer for
this program would put an article outlin-
ing the cause of swimmer’s itch in the
summer issue of our newsmagazine and
also ask members to report via email any
problems with this which they may have
experienced. Write up an article with L/
data and any interesting observations & -
about preventions or treatments which &£«
may be successful. -

Other topics of interest to you which may
fit under the umbrella of GCOLA’s envi-
ronmental committee. Give it a try for one
summer and see what a difference you
can make!
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INSTALLATION AND REMOVAL

EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE
DOCK CLEANING

DOCK AND LIFT SALES

CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS

LAKES
PRINTING

WHATEVER IT TAKES

LAKES PRINTING
CONFIDENTIALITY POLICY

Lakes Printing in Brainerd is the only business that is

allowed access to our Association member list and only for
the purpose of mailing our newsletter. They have issued the
following confidentiality policy.

We have a strict policy of confidentiality. We will not sell,
trade, swap or in any other way use your list for anything
except mailing your newsletter. We understand fully that
you are the owner of the list and we simply have an electronic
copy on our system for your use. This policy is not just for
the Gull Chain of Lakes Association, it is applied to all
customers.
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BRADOW DOCK
PROUDLY SERVING THE LAKES AREZ
SINCE 1993

CANOPY CLEANING AND STORAGE

CANOPY SALES AND REPAIR iy

" WWW.BRADOWDOCK:COM

218.963.0431

YOUR HOMETOWN DEALER SINCE 1922!

@MILLS

W emce H @v

LINCOLMN [= N1 = 15

TO%?:?TA S cooany Jeep “@ !9“9'

WWW.MILLSAUTO.COM  me===

HOME OF THE MILLS MADE LIFETIME POWERTRAIN WARRANTY!

- Carpet & Upholstery
 Hardwood Floor Cleaning
« Granite Countertop Renewal

[}hem Drv
ofithel|:qkes

« Most carpets dry in 1-2 hours, NOT DAYS!!!
« NO soapy residue left over to re-attract dirt
« Safe and non toxic hypo allergenic

« Carpets stay cleaner longer

« Pet and odor specialists
chemdryofthelakes.com
Cdofthelakes@midco.net

(218) 828-4320

Independently Owned & Operated

4 YEARS!

Serving Crow Wing, Aitkin, Morrison, Todd,
N. Mille Lacs and Southern Cass Counties

All work performed by owners Jeff & Tracy
Swenson with over 27 years experience.




YOUR LAKE ASSOCIATION IS WORKING FOR YOU

Aquatic Invasive Species Committee (AlIS)

» Coordinates with the City of Lake Shore Police Department to
provide watercraft inspections for invasive species.

» Conducts two inspections at 24 locations to look for AlS.

* Donates annually to the University of Minnesota Aquatic
Invasive Species Research Center (MAISRC) for zebra mussel
research.

» Fulfills AIS prevention needs including establishing a boat
power wash station at the USACE public access ramp.

Communications Committee

» Maintains a website, a member group email service and social
media to provide timely communication.

* |ssues four newsmagazines per year to keep members
informed about association programs and important issues
affecting the Gull Lake Chain.

Environmental Committee

» Monitors water quality of our lakes and stream inlets through
quantitative chemical analysis. Samples are collected by
GCOLA volunteers and analysis completed by a licensed
environmental laboratory.

* Measures water quality during the summer by secchi disk
readings taken by GCOLA volunteers.

» Promotes star gazing and northern lights viewing through
educational initiatives on light pollution.

Finance/Audit Committee

* Oversees the GCOLA AIS Fund with BLACF, the Gull Chain
Preservation Endowment Fund with Initiative Foundation and
the AIS Contigency Fund which provide long term funding for
fighting and eradicating AlS.

» Manages and provides oversight of finances and audit process.

Fisheries Committee

* Attends annual Avid Angler discussion led by DNR and local
fishing guides and outdoor media.

» Stays informed on fishery-related research from the University
of Minnesota AlS Research Center.

Gala Committee

» Plans and executes annual fundraising Gala, including silent =

auction, trip raffle, and event sponsorship.

Government Relations Committee

* Works with state legislators, the DNR, state agencies, and
local government units on lake issues and concerns.

* Works with other lake associations, county COLAs, and

state-wide lake-related organizations on common legislative §

priorities.

Lake Steward Committee

* More than 185 lakeshore owners working to protect our lakes
with 97 Lake Steward awards to date.

* Provides funding for approved shoreland naturalization
projects.

e Conducts a Tree Giveaway each spring to promote
naturalization of shoreland to protect water quality.

Loon Conservancy Committee

» Conducts a yearly loon count in the spring and late summer.

» Educates boaters on loon-safe boating practices.

» Promotes the Get the Lead Out loon safe-fishing program.

» Supports loon reproduction activities including loon nesting
platforms.

Membership Committee
» Conducts membership development programs to recruit and
retain individual, family, and business memberships.

Safety & Recreation Committee

* Purchases, installs, and maintains one of the premier
navigational buoy systems (100 buoys) in the State of
Minnesota. We also install more than 20 no wake enforcement
buoys for the sheriff ’s department.

» Provides free maps, with boating rules and regulation, at three
public landings.

» Partners with Cass and Crow Wing County sheriffs to provide
free boat safety training for approximately 75 youth per year.

*  Works with county sheriffs on safety and enforcement issues
including donations for night vision equipment, a range finder,
and life jackets.

11&% — "
-



CALL TONY NELSON FOR A FREE F o WViax  (218) 967-8242

SHOREFRONT CONSULTATION! MARINEMAX.COM

NISSWA & CROSSLAKE
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MISSION STATEMENT Photo by Joey Halvorson

The Gull Chain of Lakes Association promotes the responsible
use of land and water resources, supports recreational safety,
strives to prevent and contain aquatic invasive species, and
works to improve water quality and shoreland habitat on the
Gull Lake Chain ecosystems now and in the future.



